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Luke xvii. 10.

“When ve shall have done all
those things which are commianded
vou, say, We are unprofitable ser-
vants, we have done that which
was our duty to JdoM

Within the next few days, all being

well, a new wminister will have taken my |

place here. He will come with my best
wizshes, and with my earnest prayers
that his ministity mayv be bappy, eliec-
tive, and fruittul, I look o vou to give

“him every enconragement and nacking.

that he may carry out his plans and
ideus 1 an atmosphere of goodwill and
Irearty co-gperation, No doubt some of
his methods may differ from mineg, as he
comes a Jlong generation after me in
Took.

age and  out trust:  you
may  readily adjust  vourselves  to
whatever new conditions may  arise.
and that your new pastor may be s

bappy among yvou as I have been., To-
day, then, is 1y last Sunday as aetive
misizter here. My thoughts go back to
my firsi, the rHunday after was
ordained, the Zoth Janunary, 1802, There
nre three texts of Seripiure whieh have
always been associated in my mind
with that occasion.

() 1 was introduced at the morning
service by the Hev, Dr Sirong of 11ill-
head, whose ussistuut T had been. He
preached from 1. Cor. x, 4" The

| lnemory.

modesty, humility, tactiulness, caution,
to be ameuable to adviee, and to be
ready to admit and apologise for mis-
takes, if these should be made, The
verse might have been chosen just for
my owu special benefit, I thought at the
titze, I took care to store it up ip my
It was not, I honestly believe,

Cin any boastful moeod I girded on my

harness here and began my task., And
noew that I am putting it off, banding
in my weapons at the armoury, I am
not «isposed to be any more self-com-

placent ot the close thun T was at the

Fhave

i heey left undone altogether !
lmore widely open one’s eves might have

start.  Rather, looking buck on  the
past, one would lay to heart the words
from St. Luke's Gospel, * When ve shull
i idone all those things whieh are
commanded you, say. ‘We ure unprofit-
able servants, we have Jdoune that whick

wias onur «duty o de) How mueh that
as been done mighi have been done

better ! How many important things have
How much

been to discern opportunities of spirit-
aal uwsefnlnes; and influence ! W hat
chances of leading souls to Christ may
have been let slip! Na, the day for
tuking off the harness is no time for

| self-congratulaton, but the very rever-c.

And fu auy case, the mere perform-
ance of one'y duty i3 no reason  rov

Boasting. Prawing the line at

tedaty o
is a poor habit,

In the world of moval

Cgeography there are no North or =outh

weapous of our warfare are not earnal,” ¥ :
CGod., One ean never discharge a thou-

I take that o aean that one cannot
have too high an ideal of the Christian
ministry, and of the Divine nature and
aims of Christ’s Church. The Churci’s
methods of work must be
spiritunal, There must be no jowering of
the flag, 3
igsing of Gaspel truith, no siriving after

definitely |
; CRunday
no cheapening or sensational-

popularity and applause for their own

sakes. no pandering to worldly aims, or
to  the insatiable thirst for entertaine-
ment, no vulgariging of the holy vessels
of the Lord. That was a true counsel
to give o any voung minister,

tried during these fortyv-one years 1o
follow it.
{b) When I came here the Huanday

School met, not before the morning ser.
viee, but after it. Well, when I went
over {o the School that day., anothey les.
son was waiting for me, The memaory
verse for the scholars opn that Sunday
happened to be I. Kings, =xx.,
“* Let not him that girdeth on his har-

[ atill be somewhere
(1 have no recollection
I have

~whithe? the river cometh.”

Poles, no ualtimate lHmits of any son.
For one can never do nearly encough for

sandthy part of the debt that s owed 1o
{hrist,

{v) At the evening service of my  first
here [ preached myself., ‘The
text  was  from  Ezekiel xivii.,, 89—
“ Everything shall live whitlier the
rnver cometh.” 1 have never set eyes
uir that sermon since it was delivered
that evening, though I suppose it must
QIONE 1Ny peipers.
whatever of the
line taken in expounding the text. But
the verse hus a message for us still,
whatever T may have zaid or left uusaid
forty vears ago. * Everyibing shall live
What river?
Surely the river of the water of life, the
river of salvation, the flood-tide of the
grace of God. The Gospel of Christ—

(dor all mankind that is the one source

1l

ness bhoast himself as he that putteth

it off.” How necessary that wag for one

‘eomes, there iz hope for meu.

1o remember at the outset of one’s work -

Not to
presumptuons,

in life!

rash or but to  study

be over-confident or

and supply of vigour, health, life itself.
Apart from that, and itz perpetual re-
newal, the world has wpo future but
decrepitude, misery, rain, Where Christ
Where
His will iz honoured, there iz brother-
hood and peace, The more rully His

CBpirit flows into men’s hearts, the more



tis Clureh is held in bonour, the higher
His Cross is exalted and the more deeply
His saving power is experienced —ihe
more does earith  grow 1o resemble
heuven, Is that not as true to-day as
vyver
the more elearly against the binckness

|
!

Does not its truth shine out all |

and despair of the years through whicly
the world is pregently passing? The grew

need ig that men  should their

sonls to Christi.

Upen

A holy Chureh: a humble ministry
4 healing message—so mueh for my
first. Sunday in this pulpit. Now we
have come to my last as sole
here.  Forty-one and a half years are a
big slice out of any man’s life. As I
look  back over them, what changes
staand out against the landscape of time !
Pirst, in world affairs. When I came
here the conflict in 8. Africa was just
npearing its close, In 1914 came ihe first
Great War: in 1935 the present titanic
struggle  commenced. Of these three
wars during my ministry all, but, of
course, espeecially the last two, have dug
wteep Dbeneath the foumdations of the
siruciure of soeial life, national and
Mmiernavional, We are still too close to
these stupendous happenings to be able
to gauge how profoundly they have
changed the whole face of civitisation
and revolutionised men’s ideas concern-
ing all things in heaven aud earth, But
the world of to-day is guite a different
place from thalt of the comparatively
naive niuveteenth century, and the
world of to-morrow  will be strangex
=titl, It is impossible io coneceive of a
more diffieult age in which to be a
minizter than the present, with every-
thing on the face of ereation (and down
towards the heart of it) in n state
flux, suspense, unsettlement.
testing {imes for evervihing connected
witlhh religious institutions.

sevardd, 1o local affairs.
ground familiar to vou all. At the start
of my ministry Mayvbole was a much
busiey town than it is vow, Then five
shoe factories were working (often with
long spells of overtime) as well as two
implement works., Trade was hmnmmg{; s
the

there were no empty =shops on
streets. It was bhefore the big emigra-

tions to Canada about 1906, You know
what a shrinkage there huag been in all
this, aud how the town population has
diminished, On the other hand, housing
conditions, both in the burgh and among
the cot-people  have wvasily improved
sinee these early days: infant mortality
amd preventable disease have been
greatly reduced. And owing to the
lessening of the number of licensed

premises and the high taxation on liquor,

one gess far less dramkenness than usad

pastor |

of ;
These are;

Here 1 min on g

io be prevalent. Thai is all to the good,
though one regrets some indications of
a falling back in this last matter that
ltave  asserted themselves during the
course of the war. On the whole, we
may say that Maybele, if its trade has
deelined  somewhat, is a  cleaner,
heaithier, more sober, more wholesome
town to Hve in that it was a generation
A0,

But, of course, what most concerns
us here is the changes in Chureh Life
that have come about during that period.
I speak only of our own congregation,
whose interests have lain on my heart
all through these long years. Iis per-
sonnel has been very largely replaced,
by the growing up of voung folks o
manhood and womanhood, and by the
advent of newcomers., Of the 450
persons who signed the eall o me in
1902 the names of only 33  are
t be found on  the roll to-day.
The kirk session has been emptied
and vrefilled over and over again.
No one of the elders who were
bere when T was ordained is now alive.
e church  workers have changed
almost as completely. In the Sunday
Sehool only one lady teacher still faith-
lly carries on the work =he began
almost half a century ago: in the choir
one {reble voice may still be Lieard that

joined in _ the musiec of my first
sarvice, in the Vork Party,
wivtehh  has  alwavs  been  the perve

and pulse of our ecoungregational activity

and liberality, there are still some “who
were  present  when I was intro-

duced to it afrer my ordination.” Many
111 all these useful organisations {(as well
asg  choir members and collectors aned
paid officials) have fallen on sleep and
woil  the  reward of  their unselfish
tnbours., I trusi that in the vears ahead
there will be no lack of wvolunteers to

i give whatever heip the minister may
sadl for,  For my owi part, I have

frever failed fo find in the congregation
a firm care of loyalty—reliable people,
regular in worship, liberal in giving,
alwaws willing to help.

Next, our buildings. In 19802 the
Churech Hall was enlarged, and the
porch was added. The fabric of ihe
church itself, as you know, has under-
<one g complete renovation. That was
sonue thirteen years ago. It was a very

big efort indeed. 1 may say that it
put some years on my own age, and
that I have never been just quite the
Sale  man  since. - would wish to

acknowiedge how greatly I was indebted
at that time to the church treasurer,

who = was  unfailingly diligent and
infinitely helpful. However, the new
minister when he comes, will find &



=

chureh  fo  preach in  very different
from the one I fell heir to. And thanks

to the wisdom of the kirk session in
investing and husbanding their |

resources, a8 well as to the energy of

i tion

vur present session clerk, he will have

just tatked round any diflicult Guestion

before us, untii we came to a finding
in which all the elders could acquiesce.
And I really think that as a congrega

' we  have tried to exemplify the
ideal of a harmonious Christian familv

‘and household, If is a great comfort to

a manse fo live in that is modern,
convenident fo  work, and pleasantly

sttuated.

. The population of the town is smaller! to put off the hiarness which I girded on
than it wsed te be, but our congrega-! :
! greatly |
I wish T could:

tional  niembership ha: not

fullen during my fime.

say the same about ehurch attendance.
Thai is not nearly so good as it used
to be. I blume the first great war very '

targely for this. Then a slackening took
place which we have never been able
to remedy. I earnestly tast that the

be able to testify to a record like that.

And now the time has come for me

forty-one and & half  veurs agn. 1
hatt™ had  hoped 1o " be able to
renutin in office at least until the end
of the war, but matters were ordered
otherwise.  In many ways I shall be
glut to be relieved of the burden of
duty. T would have liked to make

‘another round of visitation before going

second greai war may noticarry this
bad trend still farther. Of course, fhe

decline in church-going is not confined

fo Mayvbole, but that iz no exeuse for.

CIneniortes

Mavhole. I caleulate thwat there are
somie hundreds of our members, who |
have no valid reason for not coming to
chureh, but who are never present
except at  commmniorn—aml  that  not
aiwavs,  * Bacramentarians,” I some-
times vall them. They do not represent
the NIEL enlightexfed tvpe of

awayv, That, however, was quite out of
the wuestion, and vou will all take my

goad-bye—or at least myv an  revoir
to-day, '

My sister and T would ackuvowledge
the ecomstant and repeated kindnesses

von have shown us, aind we shall eherish
many warin friendships and the sacred
i of old sequalntances, liviag
and dead. Wherever we go, thiz chureh
and parish will alwavs he mueh in our
thoughis.

Chuorchmanship.  Porly yeirs ago there Let me cloze my setive ministrv, then
were far fewer of these. T wonder how | Ly yepeating the words with which I
they are to he brought to a sense of  hopan i, “ Evervthing shall  live
their Christian duily-——and privilege. The| whither (he river cometh."” Take Christ
problem has guite bafiled me. Christian | jnio vour life. refresh vour soul con-

liberality, however, is nmch betler fo-
dag that -it.ased 1o be. I could prove
thiz from our old reports if necessury,
but vou will take my word for it. Still,

Petaotly owith His grace, and all mast be

{ well  with
| worship in
| life

we have as vet nothing te boast of in

ihis respect. Bul it is a good thing that |

we are slowly mmoving in  the 7right
direction here, As T have iold vou

before, from the pmlpit and elsewhere,

in the fuiure the demands on vour
genernsity  will be heavier than they
have been. I trust that whatever sums
have to he raised for congregational
necds may not lessen our liberality

towards the wider objects of the chureh
—the Missions and other sehemes,

In my fime 1 have had the assistance
of two chureh officers, both most irust-
worthy and respected men. They, with
the help of itheir houscholds, have
all times Kept our ehureh and hall
gerupulous condition.
seven organisis sinee the century began.

in

I am glad to be able to say that wmy
minisiry has been a very peaceful one.
From: time to time wars have raged in
the endz of the earth. but here our
church life has gone on quietly and
without strife. In the kirk session, T
have no recoilection of any mmatter ever
heing pressed to a vote. We have alwavs

' hiave I :
There have been . o o than the nuarriage

at |

you.  Love His Church:
ity work for i msmake vour
and  example an honour to it
Enecourage vour new minister when he
comes among vou., Help o direct the

current of the river of God into iands
and homes and souls that are {hirsty
atud parched awd frodiless, O the
battlefield anvone who ean give a1 cup
of cold water to a wounded wman i
often  welcomed as an  angel {from
heaven. Well, the Church is od's

water-cirrier in the harddonght conflict
against «in and sorrow. Noue ean take
her place as His messenger of comfort

and strengih.  Her Sacraments are the
soul’s  most vrectous cordialz oaned
nourishment.  She has life to offer in

Christ’s names; see that make it

your own,

v

_ feast !

Pis swoeestor far to me

To walk together to the kirk

In a goodly company--

To walk together to the kirk,

And all together pray,

While each to the great Father bhends.

OId men, and babes, and lovingdriends,

And vouths and maidens gay. .
Good-hye, and Gad bless you allt



